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"| Or a Demonſtration of the Viſitation of- Gods 


Jon to my Soul int thedayes of my Youth x | 
| BEING.- 
A Teſtimony of the Light of Chriſt in the Conſcience, .. - 
which diſcovereth and judgeth Sing and -alſo'(f loved 
and obeyed) ſaverh fromS$1n, arid redeemeth the Soul 
unto God. E : 
(A word to thoſe that are nitng i” oy for them to mind their 
Creatoy in the dayes of theig Jonth, 
A Faithful Warning to all People his are living 3n wickedneſs,for 
1} them to return to the Lord (by true and unfained repentance} 
LE with ſpeed,before the Beeſors of Godywrath ſweep them away. 
| An Invitation of Love to thoſe that are ſecking the Living God 


inthe Dead Forms. 
A Lamentation over thoſe that are ajoſtatized from the Truth. 
A word to all theſe who in words profeſs Truth, bit in life and 
_y deny 3. 
1 A wor zo thoſe who are convinced of the Way of Truth, bat ſtsll 
remain in the Warlds wayes, and continue in known diſobedience. 
A Salutation of enconragement to thoſe that are newly convinced 
| of the Truth, and yerlaeth obedience thereunte. 
| 4 word of comfort and encouragement to the true Monrner mnSion. : 
SW: | ' gereral Salatation of Love to the Children of Light. | __ 


By a x Friend to all People, and one that Tries the good of all Souls, Lai 
and-is a Lover of ill ther loveth Truth, and a Companion+to all that 
walks thecein,and a Sufferer forthe Trathin E dmonds- Bury Come = 
mon Goale + - : Willians , BOManc F 
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A Demonſtration of the Viſitation of Gods Lowe ts 
my Soul in the dayes of my Youth, &c. 
Pabliſhed in, bowels'of -pity and love toall thoſe 
_ thathave.delires after the Way of Truth, and 
are yetſeeking it abroad in their imaginations, 
and are mourning and groaning under the bur- 

. then and weight of fin ; hoping and defirin 

(thar if the Lord will) ſuch'may meet wit 
ſome incouragement and direQion hereby, for 
them to turn_their minds in to the Light of 
Chriſt in themſelves, and in it to belieye, and 
wait for power over, and freedom from fin, that 
true laſting peace inGod they may come to wit- 
neſs,to the true & full fatisfation of their Souls. 


Al! things that are ed, are wade manifeſt by the Light, for 
FO Aa deth acl mani & Light, &c, T hat which may be 
known of God is manifeſted in them, &'c, Wherewith ſtall a young 
manclenſe bis way, by taking heed therennto according to thy Word ; 
thy Word I have hid sn my heart, Fc. Eph.y. 13, 6c. Rom.l. 19, 
Pſalm 119, 9, 1. ; | 


Hen I was but young in years, the Lord God (of 

Lighe, Life and Power, of tender Love, of infi- 

nice Compaſſion and everlaſting bowels of Merey). 

es was oma then (in ſowe meaſure) to viſit me by 

or with his pure Light in my own Conſcience, which many a time 
did check and reprove me for my fins, and brought my evil do. 
ings to my remembrance, and judgedmein wy own heart ——_— 
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ard ſometimes brought trouble upon my mind for my fins, but 1 
was not then ſenſible that it was the Eighr of Chriſt "jeſus (rho & 
the true Light that lighteth every man that cometh into the World) 
which then in my own Conſcience did check, 'reprove,*did judge 
me for evil, and ſometimes broke my falſe eaſeand reſt in,{in; in- 
ſomuch, as I could not goon'in fin, wildneſs and vanity; without 
being ſomewhat troubledg terrified, and reproved for, 7.18 at ane 
time or other 3 though when I was among idle children, thac 
were void of the fear of G6d, I raninto finand'wiekedneſs with 
them; and for the preſent time, JaRed- in fin with ;great delighc 
2rd joy; but when I came to be till, quiet, and alone in the fields, 


or elſcwhere; then would the pure Witneſs of God ariſe in'me 


with its reprocfs, and fet my fins:in ordey before me, and/brouphe 
wy evil doings to my. remembrance, which, had ated ont of the 
pure fear of the Lord God, and then trouble for' a tie rook bold 
on me, and fin became -my* burthen; but: 1 ſoon got from under 
that burthen at eaſe ard liberty agaio, and ran into fin and yani- 
ty again; and thus year after year I went on in rebellion againſt the 
Witreſs of God in my 6wn Confcierice, taking / delight - ahd plea- 
{ure in thoſe things I knew was evil 3 yer the Lord God (whoſe 
render bowels of pity and compaſſion. did then in Mercy hover 
over me for goed to me in that day) did ſometimes ſtop we from 
ſpeaking and ating that evil Iintended to' ſpeak or do, and preſer- 
ved me out of many groſs evils, which many others were addicted 
unto, andovercome with. And in thoſe dayes when 1 was alone 
in the Fields I cried and prayed unto the Lord; and defires were 
ſtirring jn me after the knowledge of him, his Way and Truth ; 
but 1 prayed to a God I knew nor; ! imagined a God afar off, and did 
not then know that it was the Lord that did ſearch my heart, and diſ- 
cover unto me my rhoughts, and judged me forfin, 1 then knew noc 
that that was the Light, Way and Truth of God in 'my own heirt, 
which ſometimes begot deſires inme to know the Truth,and co walk, 
therein ; but my mird was abroad, (as it is with many at this day, 
who have deſires after Truth and Righteouſneſs, but arg ſeckitig 
abroad in Carnal Ordinances, Forms, -Likeneſſes, beggerly Me- 
ments, .Rudiments of the World, Ceremonies and Traditions of 
men)::and knew not that that in me was Truth which ſometimes 
ſtoprt me from lying and ſwearingsz and when I knowingly told a 
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ring; in-9@{ Sotirpesh: aftertbedbydeverfiuceEwas 6x orſeven: 


years of ageig:2nd;when J;cameto beaboutfanreren yeads.old;and;; 


camp>to:be;a Prentize,-and} to; be jnyoutwarth thraldom and bon- 


nepehrfe VI ;formerlys: by: bjs pure: Light: ard. 
SW ich anereaſed in irifingyvithoals,delpbrbed:l ſcarce 


dage, reid alentahetenpiſicns Gonate Godrgf infiriite- loving» 
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knowingly.cpmpiteed agy.gy3l, tbut the Laghs:wanld.ſoan-jadge me 
for it; yea! theLord- Ggd with! his!:pireiL.ight ard Gift did 
purſuemes hard, and follgwed me cloſes; calling to me-injrty heart, 

with,1þis,{yll, yoice,..co. come:gut of fin, out of eyil. words and 
 warks;,, butil (lik: Sawwclgayhen be was a Cbijd), knew, not that 


-—— 


it: was. hg Lord tþat.dig call ;\far he was: though; neer-me) as a 


Scranger to,me; 40d Lknew ngt, big veice;« bur wentaſtray-4s, a wane 
dering Sheep, yet; having defires to know-theijway to the Fold, and 
to know: where the Lord feedeth his. Flock, and .cauſeth- them to 
lie down4o peace, quietnels, and reſt, -where none can make them 
afraid ;, forindeed it was reft-my,Squl wanted, and.true peace in God 
my Soul many a time longed.for, aod panted afrer.; for, oh, I was 
of:entimes wounded, wounded, wounded becauſe of fin, and- for 
want of the enjoyment of the Love ard Peace of- God, 7 went ma- 
ny a time bowed down in ſpiric-day after day with an aking Vind, 
9rieved Soul, and wounded Copſciences, with my eyes full of cears, 
and my heart full of ſighing ; thinking in-my. heart ;therce was few 
(if any) .in:my ſtate and condition; ſomecimes wiſhing,and ſaying 
in my heart, Ob, chat I were in a arſart ſollitary place: outwardly (for 
ſo was my Condition inwardly) where no man inhabits, where 1 might 
have mourned and wept ont m) fill, and have poured out my tears unto 
the tender God of tender bowels of mercy, and have ſpread my complaints 
befare biyy whom my Soml dzd then ſometimes, in meaſure, long, thirſt. 
and pant after, even as the Hart panteth aftix the water , Brooks And 
many a time I.did get into aſollitary place to eaſe wy heart a little, 
in pouring: out my tears and complaints to the Lord; for in thoſe 
dayes many were my prayers..and tears, for great was the burthen 
and load which: oftentimes went under day after day, which made 
me cry night .and day to the Lord for peace and reltz yet | then 
aot knowing that it was the Light of Chriſt in my COOngs 
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| 9h did break my: reſt wi yannn in fing-neither knew it co be x 
1 ſay to the mind,” and&#b Arts Pn or bon þ ©: tid8 por 
Fi into a falſe eaſe and libercy'inifdlenels and widtheſs th;" bur 
it was broke” again, and ſorrow and:trouble- would take hold on 
my mind; and true deſires would again berrenewed in meafter rhe 
Lord, and breathing and chirſting 'after Rizhteouſneſs 5 and oh, 
my heart andſoul was many a time made render and bay Po LDi- 
ty, pity andeender bowelvof compaſſion was in mercowarily any? 
G——_— was in \my condition; and a tender love' wat ſecretly” hid 
in my heart cowards thoſe that I'then thonght wete the people of 
Godz and I can truly ſay, my bowels and heart is opert' MIl; 'and 
often times pity, love, compaſſion and tenderneſs iſſues forth in 
me towards thoſe that now are in that condicion I chet was in's 
oh, my ſoul, my ſoul cannot but in ſome' meaſare ſimpathize with 
them, andin ſpirit bear a'part of their burthenis and! ſorfows'in my 
boſom, and that not withour ſome ſecret crys in my heart unto the 
_ tender Godof bowels of pity on their behalfs; and partly for their 
ſakes is this publiſhed, hoping (that if the Lord will) it may beof 
ſervice unto ſome of them,and if the Lord order it fo to be to them, 
or any, then will my end herein be anſwered thereby. 

And In thoſe dayes I frequented the Meetings of the People cal- 
ed Independants; viz.) Will. Bredges Cnr in great Tar= 
mouth, whom I then thought were the People of God, and yet 
I then ſaw that many of their lives and converſations, even ſome of 
the chief of them were not conſiſtant with what they profeſſed in 
words; and whenT have been amongſt rhem in the time of their fing- 
ing Pſalms, the pure Witneſs of God in my own heart hath (as it 
were) Ropped my mouth, that could not ſing with them ; bur 
my heart in the time of their ſinging was broken into tenderneſs, 
and many were the tears of my eyes and verily my outward man 
or earthen veſſel! hath quaked and trembled (this was before I was 
by Scorners called a Quaker,' or had feen any of thoſe People} 

and ſhaken like a leaf that is ſhaken with the wind (which mighe 
6 have been a ſign of that ſhaking which fince the Lord hath ſuffered 
to come upon them, which hath almoſt ſhattered and ſcarrered 
them, who will ſhake all ſandy Foundations, and blaſt all Profeſſi- 
ons that are out of the Light and power of God) by the working of 
che Light and Power of God in my heart, thoughTI then knew —_ 
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chat was the Power of God chae-broughtfuch a trembling upon 
me, and that did in ſome meaſure'lec me fee,. that ic was not then a 
time of ſinging for me; for I was then in a ſtrange Land, in the 
Land of Captivity, and could'noc fing the Songs of Sov, which 
I may truly ſay (not in the leaſt enmity cowards the people ; for my 


ſoul bearech love and good will cowards all-men, and deſire to tender 


and:own the'teaſt rrue appearance'of God in any.) they were igno- 
rant of,” who were then finping what others -had preſcribed and made 
ready for them; Jithen 'wsnted the enjoyment of the Love, Joy, 
Peace, and fweee Preſence of God, which makech glad che bearts 
of the nn 9 nean { ee canſerh the lowly, meek and uprighc co 
ſing (in'the Spirit with underſtanding) for joy 3- not that Song or 
Songs, or Pfalms which-nien' have invented by their hamane wil 
dom 3 (from which 'willont tie Myſteries of Gods Kingdom is 
obſcured and” tonecaled ) "bur the" (new! and living Song, which 
the dead eanrtort  fing, but the livingthat are raiſed and redeem- 
ed out of, 'and-from the Earth, and from: amongſt men, even the 
ranſomed\ of the 'Lord that are” retarned from! Babylon unto 
Mount" Sm9n / 'whereon ' they ſtand! with the: Lamb, whem they 
have - followed throupl many tributations s and"bath-not loved 
their lives unto death $5 and'hath waſhed-rheir Garments, and made 


. them white in hisBlood)' in and by whom they are become Vir- 


gins 3 and hath caſt off lf old Lovers, and are not defiled with 
the woman' Fexebel'; perro the Lamb have gotten victory 
over the 'Whore, 'Beaſt and: falſe 'Propher, 'and(in the Heavenly 
Dominionof the Lamb' (by whom they are made more then Con- 
querors) do they ſtand an-the Sea of Glaſs mingled with Fire, 
with the Harps of God, and can ſing a new Song of praiſe and 
thankſgiving 'wnro *him that was dead, but is alive, and lives for 

Pvermore, ba l 
And in all the times of my trouble of mind, and travel of ſpi- 
rit $ never made known how it was with me, nor declared my 
condition to any Creature, though never ſo intimate with them, 
but kept ie ſecret in my heart, pouring out my complaints ro God, 
but not unto any'man ; yerI could gladly have had ſome to have 
known how it was with me, but ] was ftraitned in my ſelf, and 
kept it ' it obſcurity 3 andin thoſe dayes ] knew not what ig -was 
that wrought and ſtrove with me, and did ſo frequently judge and 
repgdve 


Y hs reprove me for'fin] and gavemicpowtrovermany £yils.which ethers 
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were:overcome withial, and raiſedſtronygadeſrexin meigfiertbed ord, 
and diſcoverct unto metheitBoughts] ofimy; heart 3 Tikay} Iykoein 
not then. what izyras]] was then not ſtaſthlebrbat 4 was the Light of 
Chriſt Jeſus, -or meaſure; of the Spitiriphi Truth z ingigher 4d 1 
then þnow:I ſhould have takenheed itherginro 44s 4644 # Loghri/faue 
nz 1n:@dnrk;places;warvl the-dajohadworenqd wore Hawwed, andyyril 
C briſt. the. Pays Stay thail-oriſes 1h a2 obgatt rover all amy Enemies 4 
buc my: mind was ſtill; gating: abtod&; rand ontegining, 4; God afar 
off, and. he-was' very. nigh tae, butll kgewbimnor, but; was bunt- 
ing abroad in my-iaginations for that which, was withinme;; .the 
Pearl of. great ;price- wet had nnityhobrerts. but: 4 knew 46 nar 3 .ube 
K ingdemn of (God 11416 hevda; hut Iag gazing for: iiaboogg, whillt 
it .(idmeaſure), was wodhing ih my beart;. like Leger bigin three 
meaſures of YMealy& cc: the Dor intogbe Folg, the Lytrange(4wio Reſt 
was within, hupi-was ſeekingit abroad ;:; my Seaview; wes nigh. but 
1 imagined -bim 4far off; and knew-him not vigh; ,neitherdid any.man 
io-doſecayi dice my, mind ung tbe Light wn Gift of Chriſta my 
ow} beare':-and agfdralic Frechers iof;ahe Peoples everntheyzin.tha 
higheſt profeſlion.gf Godin words, were:ready Gthey-being ſoigns- 
rant shd-onfenſibleof.the-Gife of Godin themſelves ).co;ſpeak blaf- 
phemy of the pure-ſpiricual-Lighe df, Ebriſt within (as:many profeſ- | 
ſors doat this day 5: yet notwubſtapding make alarge profeſtion 
and-confeffion of- Chrifkiai words;thaugh;inworks deny; him) and 
toſay, that whichtroubles a manor; his ſins is/a temprion gf, Sas 
tan, and thereby inflead of direQingthe-mind. to the Light, draw 
away the mind myre from the: Light, . and ſuch/2re. blind, and-arg 
under the wo, that calls light darkneſs, goog.;evil,; and arein fhat 
ſpiric they were;;wbe, (though. greac Profeſſors). faid;,concerming 
Chriſt, Hes mad, and hath a Devil, why hear you bim ; butas.ſame 
then replyed, and-ſaid, - Aretbef8'tbepporks of , him. tha8 rathra Devil * 
Cas the;Devil open the eyes of the Blind 7; Sa 1 may lay,-15;ittheÞPe- 
vils work. to. diſcover. Sin, and- judge, condemn, -and; trouble a 
man (inthe uncogverted ſtate). for fin, or is it; pot, his; work £0 
lull people aſleep! in;fin,! 2nd tq,cry; peace i9.4hery in, theig; ini» 
quities,. and.co Keep,them (atighed with-a profeilion of Sagd,, withy 
outthe peſſcfſion.of a holy undefiledlife © Is it bis, work, ta de 

bis own Kirgdom, whichis fin ? ſurely, no, .thatzs only and % 9a 
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the Work of Chriſt, . he Light of rhe 'Horld, made manifeſt wil RS 
ro defroy the Devil and his works , he brings trouble upon'the Trabfs - 
grefſor, and minifters judgemenc againſt the Evil-doer; be kindles 
a fire inthe earthly heart, and raiſech trouble, wars,. and great tri- 
bulation within, \Se50w be be known ; be che Prince of Peace, 
theSabboth, the everlaſting Reſt for che:Soul. And now 1 know 
infallibly. chat char which in thoſe days did'briog rrouble upon -me 
for my ins, 'and checked and judged forevil,” and 'begat good de- 
fires in me afcer the Lord, was the pure Witneſs of God, the ma- 
nifeſtation of his Spiric, the Light of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, a meaſere 
of .his Free Grace and Trnth.in my own heart , and if cen chouſand 
{hould afſerr or affirm . the contrary, '1 know: their teſtimony will 
be 2 on ;- But, oh;; alas for me, after all chis lons viſitation of 'the 
Love, Goodnels;and Mercy of the Lord:to my:Soul,and after a!) this 
trouble. of mind, travel of ſpiric, defiring and feeking after the 
Lord, I got,-ob, I got into afaiſe eaſe in the fleſbly nature, and in- 
to a wrong liberty and falſe ſecurity, (as it is with many profeſſors 
at . this day» -wbo once were low, broken ,' and tender in heart, 
mourning under che load: and burthen of fin, having ſincere de- 
ſires ro ferve God in holineſs of life, 'who are now gotten into 
che form and likeneſs of that they then bungred and thirſied afcer, 
and are therewith ſatisfied, and feeding themſelves with others 
words, , and with knowledge withourt life, and fo are gotten ar caſe 
inthe pride faſhions and vanity of the World, and are at liberty 
in che,fleſh, - counting it their- freedom to do thoſe »things that once 
was-their burthen and -bondage) and I became careleſs, and by dif- 
obedience |, quenched the "ſtrivings of the Light of Chriſt inme,. 
infomuch, as the burthen, trouble and ſorrow which once lay hea- * 
vy upon my mind, [I felt liccle of; although the original and real 
caufe which, occaſioned the -burthen, ſorrow and trouble (which 
was my fins) was not takea away, ' but-augmenred, and T through 
Rebeliion had almoſt murthered che Juſt and boly one in me, and 
had-ſo grieved and wounded the Spirit of the Lord, that it had al- 
molt ceaſed ſtriving with me, though ar'ſomerimes it would © bring 
former chings ro-my remembrance; and then ſome trouble and 
ſorrow would ſerze upon'me for atime,” bur t{ſoon' gor: over it a- 
gain, and turaed from the Grace into wantonneſs, and ſo forgot 
the Lord whom 1 had Ts Ana and ſought after 3 and'my 
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il 99 8 beact.rans whoriog after my old Lovers with my face turned back 


aggiaro Egyp (the Land of Darkneſs, Wickednefs, the' Bondage 
houſe 'of Sin and Corruption) which before was partly turned 
toward Canaan, the Land of Light, Life and Reſt, and fo ran inte 
ſuch -evils as I had formerly been kept out of by a ſecret power 
which | then knew not, I wonton, careleſs and wicked; 
and my mind andheart 'raken off ſeeking [the Lorg, arid ron into, 
znd afcer the vanity, pleaſures and idleneſs of che world, delighting 
much in Muſick and Dancing, - Sporting and Gaming, and ſo made 
merry over the pure Witneſs of God, oy and rebelling a- 
Eainſt ir, and by rejeQing its reproof and ftrivings: Oh, oh the pa- 
rience and ſong-ſuffering of 'the Lord was large towards me in that 
day;. who lofig waited to be gracious to my ac ras rage day, year 
after year, who in his juſtice might have cur me off in my fins and 
rebellion, ard even have made me an example of bis wrath z but 
oh, bis mercy, his mercy and long-ſuffering was exceeding large to 
me, which by my Soul is not to be forgotten 5 but in and by the 
Spirit of Truth (which brings formerthings to remembrance, and 
ſheweth- things to come) am'[ co be kept im a living fence and re- 
membrance of the great mercy, long patience, long' forbearance, 
and [ong- ſuffering of the Lord God of Compaition towards me, 
and in the ſence thereof he is worthy to be praiſcd and honoured 


by my Soul,-wbo would not that I ſhould periſh from his- preſence 


for ever: for after all this the Lord, the tender God of: tender 
bowels of picy and compaſiion was pleaſed to viſit my -poor Soul 
again, even for his pure Seed ſake, which he had not forgotten 3 
but he remembred che poor and the needy, the captive exile, to de- 
jver him out of che hand of him that was too ſtrong for bim, 
and to looſe -him, that he might not wholly die in the pit, and 
periſh in the miryclayz and God's precious Truth; aud pure Way 
of Righteouſneſs, endeverlaſting Goſpel of *Ligbt, Life and Peace 
i heard preached and'declared by his precious Servants (who were, 
ard are by ſcofting Iſhmae/'s Brood, in ſcorn called Quakers, whom 
I now own in the Lord) and the pure Witneſs of God in my own 
heazt bore ceſtimony to the Trath declared by them ; but ions it 
was. after I was-1n;fome-meaſure convinced of the Truth, before 
I freely gave up -my heart to obey the truth 3 but the: Lord in 


time did overcome my heart by che power of liis Love, his inſpeak- 


able 
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able Lave made rae willing co reſign-up my heart in obedience 
co him Loy Truth, and co bo _—_— ide Yoak, atid to 


take up the dailyCroſs, which learned by loving and taking heed 
to theLight; -and co diſpiſe the ſhame; and to follow- the: Lord in 
thararsy (viz. che Light which before bad judged me for fir be- 


gar 'defirey in me to know the Way) which 1 knew not while my 


"mind wasabrgad, and knew noe the Lordnigh, who now teachech 


and guidech me by his x and Spirit in the way of Truch and 
Righteouſaeſs, wherein F haye found peace, reſt and true ſatisfaRi- 
on tor my ſoul, and witneſs my Teacher nigh, though ic hath been 
my.portion, wich many other' Brecbren, ſometirnes ro eat the bread 
of Adverluy, and co drigk the water of AMiQion, yer my Teach- 
er and Gomforter can none remove from .me 3 but he is and hath 
beea with me ja the Priſon-boufe, and in the Low Dungeon; ſo 
that which now keeps mein peace and unity-with che Lord, and 
in fellowſhip with his people 3 the ſame thing, (and nor an other) 
was it that did formerly check, reprove, and judge me for evil, 
and brought trouble upon me for my ſins, and that raiſed de- 
Gres. in me after the Lord, as I bave explicated in the fore-going 
lines 5 though I deny not but chat I have now a greater meaſure of 
Light and Grace then | had hen; yer the Light (in quality and ria» 
ture) isthe ſame; foralchongh the Light or Seed of the Kingdom 
(which confiſtech of Joy, Peace and Righteouſneſs in the Holy 
Ghoſt) be in the unbeliever and unconverced, even as the leaſt of all 
other Seeds, yet nevertheleſs where or in whomſoever it be received 
in the Faith, Love and Obedience of it, in ſuch it grows and in» 
creaſes until.ic becomes the greateſt in them, and under its ſhadow 
rhey come toſir with: greardelight, and its fruit becomes ſweet to 
their taſte 3 and asa little Leavenin three meaſures of meal, it 


. worketh and operarceth in the heart and minds of thoſe that believe 


in the Light, until ic hath wrought out che old leaven of malice, 
fin and corruption, and leavened the heart and foul into its own 
nature, frame andquilitys fo the ſame Light which did condema 
me for {in when I was in diſobedienceto.it, the Game hath and durh 
{ave me from ſin, and now juſtifies me as] amkeptin the Faith and 
Obedience of ir, and now it miniſters peace and re{t unto me, and 
before ic .miniſtred trouble and condemnation : So this 1 afſerc and 
affirm experimentally. for an __ invincible tcuch, (agaioſ 
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Light): viz that the Light of Chriſt (whois the true Lighc thar 
lighreth-;every one that! comech:into the World)-even in the Con- 
ſcience. of that. man or woman that is in- unbelief,” and in the un-' 
converted :fiate, is ohe in nature and quality with the*Lighbt-- 
in that man or woman that is in the belief of it, and* conyer- 
eed by it; and che Light of Chriſt in the Conſcience of the Drun-- 
kard and Swearer, that doth check, judge and reprove him for his 
fins, if. it: be: believed: in, loved: and: obeyed, is able-to fave him 
from his-ſios 3-; but that manor woman ther lovethevil and haterh 
che Light, and: will not come:rorthe Lighr, burirejeRt it, fach'do' 
not feel nor witneſs the ſaving bealing vertue, and reſtoring, re- 
deeming power of. the Light, bur is- only ' unto them a Judge and 
Condemner ; but they; that receive it in the love and belief there- 
of, ſuch -in through and by the Lighr receive power to become the: 
ſons-of God; and joynt Heirs with Chriſt, of the Kingdom'of God: 
which endureth for ever... | - | PGs + ET 
So bleſſed, bleſſed be the Lord my tender God'who is worthy, 
worthy to be praiſed, -praiſed by my ſoul in the ſence of his Love, 
Goodneſs and Grace, whoſe Mercy hath been, and-is wonderful! 
towards-me, unto whom be honour, glory, praiſe, thankſgiving and: 
obedience for evermore.- i eo ms 


And my Soul having obtained mercy of the Lord, and having: 
taſted of his goodneſs and graciouſneſs, and experienced bis tender 
fatherly dealings with and towards my: Soul, my-beart. is opened 
with love and good will to all people, deſiring their good :andeter- 
ns] welfare in-God-- 1290694 SIHPT2HEDAE. © 91 


 - 


'Fo thoſe that are-young in years, &c.. 
Mind thy Creator 5n the dayes of thy Youth, before the evil day come 
@c. Ecclel. 12. 1, &c, | ; 
Nd you who are yet young and' tender in-years, mind the 


Light of Chriſt in your Conſciences which checketh and re- 
& -.<4 proverb 


$ an Py wy 


(if youlove it) to fear and mind the Creator inthe dayes of your 
Youth, 'before the evil dayes come, and the years when ye ſhall 
ſay, we bave no pleaſure in them: Oh, ſay-not any of you, we 
are young,. and- have nabeflertiones ro ſpend, wherefore we will” 
take the pleafure and delights of our youth, and ſeek the Lord af- 
terward, :and "repent when we are old, &c. bur' remember the 
Lord God your Maker giveth unto you life, breath and being, and 
how foon he may cut the threed of your fives, and take you away 
from all your delighrs and vanity you know: not; for many he ta- 
keth away in their Youth : wherefore trifle not away your precious 
time in fin andvanity, in vain ſports and gamings, or any wicked- 
neſs, leſt your hearts come to be: hardened in ungedlineſs, and you 
grow oldin Iniquity, and when it is to late you diligently ſeek re- 
pentance, but you find it not; wherefore cake warning, and mind 
choſe things im time before it be too late, that concern the eternal 
peace, reft, and happineſs of your immortal Souls, and firſt ſeek the 
Kingdom of God rather then the riches, glory and honour of chis 
world, which is allpafling away, and' will not help in the day of 
calamity and hour of diſtreſs and mifery which will overtake the 
wicked, and all thoſe that forger God, as a Thief in the night 3 
therefore mind and fear the Lord your Maker, and take heed unto+ 
the Light in all your Co:ſciences, which is pure and holy,-and hath- 
no unity with any evil thought, word or work, and love and be. 
lieve in the Light, chat you may become children of the Light, if 
you love the Light it will ſave you from your ſins, and redeem you 
from a vain.converſation, and learn you to take up a daily croſs 
to your own wills, defires, luſts and affeRions,, and to yoke down 
the vain, wild, wanton, corrupt nature, that defileth and polluterh 
your hearts and minds, hives and converſations ; -and ſo you will come 
to be changed and born again of the Seed incorruptibie, of the 
word of God which is nigh in the-heart to be qbeyed and done 3 bur , 
if you delight ts evil-doing; and hare the Light of Chriſt in your 
own Canſciences which-judgeth you for fin, and will not come to 
the Light, but live and abide in Darkneſs, and willnot receive Gods 
Counſel and Warnings, nor hearken unto his Reproofs, 'nor have 
none. of his Wayes, but will follow your own ways, wills and 
works, and fulfil the luſts and deſires of your own hearts, and- 
V 431i 
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proveth for evil, and idle words and works, and it will learn you! * © 
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look devices and. imaginations of your own minds, and will. not 
t 


atthe Lighe ſhould rule over you, to govern you inthe. pure 
fear of che Lord, and tolead you into bolineſs. of life, to guide 
70u intothe Way of Truth and Righteouſteſs, then will che Lighe 

your condemnation, and leayfyou without excuſe when the Lord 
renders. unto. you according to your works, and thewages of fon i 
death bus the Gift of God ar Eternal Life through Feſws Chriſt : There- 
fore, dear people, love it and imbrace it whilſt it 1s near you, even - 
knockingat the door of your hearts ; oh, hearken to it, abd ler 
it have place in your, hearts,. and refuſe not the Love and Mercy of 
the Lord ceodered to: you: in the -Light, nor harden not your - 
heacts againſt the -eternal- good, peace and happineſsof your own 
ſouls,lc(t the day of your viſitation paſs over, and the night of ever- 
laſting darknefs, forrow,miſery and calamity overtake you, and ſhut 
you up for ever, 


mt 


'To all People that live and delight in 
Wickednels. 


T be (hew of their comntenance doth witneſs againſt them, rhey declare © 
their fun. like Sodom, and hide it wor, Becarſe I have cated, and 
ye fefuſed, ce. Te have ſet at nought all my Connſel, and would 
have noue of my Peproofy &'t. 1 will laugh at your calamity, and 
mock when your fear cometh, &c. Behold the day cometh that ſhall 
barn 4s an Oven, and the Wicked, and they that do wickgdly ſhall be 
4 Srnbble, &'ce Now conſider this all you that forget Gods lefÞ 1 
rear you tu piects, and there be nene to deliver, Ia. 3:9. Prov.1, 
24; 25, 26. Mal. 4. 1. Pfal..5o. 22. 


Ng you, oh people, that are void of the pure fear of the 

A. Lord God, and harh given up your hearts ro work wickedneſs 
with greedineſs, who ruſheth inco ſin and ungodlineſs, as the Horſe 
ruſhech intothe Battle, | and drinking up iniquity as the Ox drink- 
eth in water, taking pleaſure in vnrighreouſfneſs, and delighting in 
uncicanneſs, and wallowing in the mire of your own filthineſs and 
corruption, fulfilling the luſts of your unclean hearts, in Sweating, 


Lying, 
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Lying, Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, pride, Conttetgl Defrauding, 
e 


n. fach like Wickedneſs, whereby you grieve the Lord day after 
day, and wound, bruiſe, burthen' and oppreſs his righteous Spirit, 
as a Cart that is oppreſſed with ſheaves: ob, repent, repent; and 
ceaſe from theevil of your doings; and leave off your wicked ways, 
teſt rhe Lord God tearyou in piects,' and there de none to deliver : 
Oh, tremble ye careleſs ones before the 'Lord Almighey, who can 
conſume you in a moment, and cut you off in the twinkling of an 
eye; Ob, dread the Lord Gcd, and fear his great and dreadfull 
Name, for the hour-of his Judgement is come; ob, ſtand in aw of 
bim: who made the Heaven and. the Earth; the Sea and Fountains 
of Waters, -who ' giveth the Sun for a light by day, and che Ordi- 
nances of the Stars and-Moon for 8 light by night, who divided the 
Sea when the waves thereof roar, who hath his way in the Whirk 
wind and in the Storm, and the Clouds are as the duſt of his feet, 
who meeteth out the Heavens. with a ſpan, and meaſureth the wa- 


ters of che. Sea in the hollow. of his band, he comprehendeth- the 


duſt of the Earth. as in. a: meaſure, and weigheth' the Mountains 
as in. Scales, and the Hiils as in a Ballance, in comparariſon ot 
whom all Nations are but as a drop of the Bucket, and as the 
ſmall duſt of the Ballance. Oh, will you not fear the Lord, and 
dread bis Majeſty, and tremble before his- preſence, whois a ter» 
rible one- to the Workers of Iniquity that willnor repent 3 who 
cometh with Eire, and his Charior, like'a Whirlwind; to” render 
his anger (againſt the wicked and ungodly): in fury, and his re- 
bukes 1n flames of fire 3 for by his Fire, and by his Sword will he 
cut down the ſtrongeſt Oakes and talleſt Ceders, and will plead with 
all fleſh, and the f[iin of the Lord ſhall be many ;. wherefore re- 
penc, repent, and tremble, tremble before the Lord God ye Work- 
ers of -Iniquity 5 for the 'day, the mighty:terrible dreadful} day of 
the Lord God Almighty is'come, and /yeta coming, and wo, wo 
to the Briers and Thorns that cumber the Earth, for the day ſhall 
bura as an Oven, and the Wicked, and they'that do wickedly, 
and will not take warning and repent, (-bur ftill harden their 
hearcs- againſt the Lord, and againft his' precious Servants that 
warn you to repent, whoſe Souls mourn and lament over you in 
the ſence of the ſadneſs, wretchedneſs, miſerablenets and deplora- 
b.eneſs of your conditions) ſhall be as ſtubble, and the day will 

| | burn 


__ F*" hurn:them yp; both; coot.and branch ;-and the-Fire will burn up 
; _ the Brier pn. Thorns, and-clen(e-the-Earth, that Trurhz Ripken, : 
* = onſneſs, Juſtice,and Mercy,may-ſpring and flouriſh therein t and the 
F mouch; of. iniquity be Ropt-far. ever: And the day of tbe. Lord 
God-will/be, upon every one that is-provd; and lifted up agaiiiſt the 
Lord' and his anointed ; and. the: loftineſs of; the ſtoutelt in: hears 
againſt the; Lord; ſhall be laid low; and che-baughtineſs: of min 
ſhall be hambled, and the Lord God holy juſt and true. thr ll be! ex+ 
alted in thac day,, whea the Wicked ſhall flee-to the Rocks, and 
hide-themſelvesias in-the Caves: of the Earth, for che: fear of: the 
Lord;.and che glory: of , his Majeſty, when 'he cometh ro ſhake 
rerribly the Eagth, and to overthrow chic Seat of Wickedneſsfor 
ever, andco puniſh the World for their. ſins, and. che Wicked for 
their iniquity, and cauſe the arrogancy- of the proud to ceaſe; 
and to Jay low the haughcinefs of 'che tercible : Wherefore, oh 
People; prepare, - prepare by true repentance, with ſpeed, -co meet 
the Lotd-in-che way of his Judgements, before his: dreadful Fury 
break- forth againſt you, as devouring fire: ob, bring forth fruics 
worthy .of repentance and amendment of life; ob, why will you 
die and periſh in your iniquities for ever? the Lord deſireth- not the 
deſtruction of a Sinner, but rather he ſhould: recurn in time, 
from his wickedneſs, and learn righteouſneſs and live; yea, - Les 
the. wicked forſake his wickedneſs, and the ungodly man bs thoughts, 
and turn unto the Lord with his whole heart, and he will have mercy 
pon him; for: #ith the Lord there ts great mercy,' and plentions res 
demption, who alſo.#s juſt in all his Wayes, and equal in all bis avings, 
and righteous in all bis fudgments, and be will not be mocked by any, 
ſuc9 as people ſow ſuch maſt they reap, aud the wages of ſun is f inf 
Oh, how many hath-been: the warnings of che: Lord co the People 
of this Nationcime after time, yearafter year, line upoti line, pre» 
cept, upon precept? but how few bath ponderoully weighed them, 
received them, and layed them to heart? And howharh the Lord 
in part executed his righreous Judgments in and 'upon- this poor 
Nation ? and how few hath learned righteoufneſs thereby? but 
the greateſt part. of thy Tahabitants, oh England, are fill daily ad. 
ding fin-unto fin,” and heaping of iniquity upon iniquity, and fo fits 
ting themſelves for a day of flaughrer : And truely; a great” and 
fore Plague is come'upon many people, even hardneſs, Ty 6 of 
cart 
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heart; ſo that indeed, ricicher the: Warnings:hor Woings, 


j nor-Judgmencs.of the . Lord will take i reſfion on them, tottiove _- 

" chem to repentance 3 and-.in thefence of: this:my heart is grieved,, _} 

; and my Soul mournetÞ-in ſecret, becauſe of the hardneſs of their | 
hearts] which doth fignifiethem to be as veſſels: of wr: pre xe | 

” eſtruſtion;, Oh, bow doth all manner of wickedneſs abotiids and: 

> ungodlineſs appear with open face, and bluſh not at irebuke* ob, 

a how doth Pride ſuperabound, and peoples bearts fo puffed up there- © 

d with, that many ſcarce know what to eat,:drink, or put on'3*0b, 

4 the Fields are even white for the Harveſt , Sinners grown fipe 

p for Vengeance, :Iniquiry is coming to its full height, the Fars overs 

® flow wich-wickedneis , ob, bow are the Proud counted happy, and 

ws the Workers of LIniquicy fet up; but the Meek of the Earth are 

$ _ Ceſpiſed, and the humble-and contrite ones are killed all the day 

h © Jong, and counted as ſheep for the Slaughter ; and they that re- 

SR / Proveth Sin in the Gate are. bated and perſccured, and he thar 

ry departeth from Iniquity, and learns , Righceouſneſs -maketh 'bim- 

Fd ſelf a prey 3 Oh, the Lord hath ſeenit, and ic dilpleaſeth and grie- 

x veth bim, becauſe of the multitudes of the tranſgreſſions and abo:; 

he minations 'of the Sons of men, and violence and cruelty that fil- 

- leth the Earch 3 but che Lord will ariſe as a man of War, and eafe 

* bimſelf of his Enemies, and avenge himſelf of bis Adverſaries ; 

br for becauſe Judgment is not ſpeedily . executed. againſt an evil work, 

bl therefore the hearts of the Sons and Daughrers of men are fſerin 

1 themto do wickedly ; but what will be the end thereof ? x 

of Oh Englend, oh England, how often would the Lord in crew | 

uh have gathered thy Inbabicants unto. himſelf, as a Hen gathere | 

7 , her Chickens under her wings, but thouwouldeſtnot ? therefore | 

hs bath the Lord in Judgment: partly made: thee deſolate : Ob,"thy 

_ great City, thy. great City, whoſe abominations reached Heaven, j 

L and her Sifis came up before che Moſt High > bow hath the Lord 


God mighty in Power, and righteous in Judgment, layed her 
rd | glory in che Duſt, covered her dignity with Aſhes, ad ae. 
her beauty with Burning ! Oh, how bath he. made of a City an 
4 Heap 5 of a defenced City, a Ruin; of a Palace of Strangers, to 

G to become 4 ruinous Heap ! And ob, how few of thy Inhabitants, 


= oh England, hath weightily laid it co heart, or bath ſeriouſly, ard 
gs diligently taken notice of che _ of che Deſtruction _— ! 
ec 
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Lord could have deſtroyed the People with their Habications ; 
butthe Lord in Mercy ſpared chem, that his' Mercy might move: 
them to Repentance-!-. Oh, Exgland, how hath Judgment after 

udgmenc been executed upon thine Inhabirancs ? how hath the 
rd: vificed thee with Plague, Sword and Fire, yet their hearts 
areſtill topt sgainſ-rhe Lord,and his People ; cheir minds boughty, 
and- they-will not bow their hears: co the Lord, nor break of 
from their evil-doings, and wicked waysz therefore is his band. 
ſtretched forth ſtill, and they that will not take watning and re- 
pent muſt feel his heavy ſtroke. Ob, ſay not any of you in your 
hearts, tuſh, the Lord hath done his worſt 4 6b, the Lord he 
hath begun, and he can make 2 full end, andwho amongſt you. 
caniay his: hand; oreſtape his (troke when be- fmires? or where 
can you hide your ſelves from the Lord? therefore bow, fear and: 
tremble before him, and ſubmic your ſelves, and meet him by 
true and unfeigned repentance, and that is the way for you to 
eſcape the ſtroke of his Fury. | 

The Lord is a God full of long-ſuffering,. and full of patience 
and forbearance; and long. woerh Sinners, and waiteth day afcer 
day to be gracious, even to the Rebellious, but his patient for- 
bearing will come to an end towards thoſe that will by no-means 
repent and be reclaimed from the evil of their wayes, and againſt 
ſuch his Anger and Wrath will break forth as Fire, and they like 


| Stubble, ready dry, wilt beconſumed cherein : Therefore you that 


have not yet wholly ſinned out the day of your viſitation, prize,prize 
that little time you have, and make good uſe thereof, in diligently 
minding and ſeeking after thoſe things that concerneth your eter- 
nal* peace , before you go hence and be no more. Oh, dear 
people, every where, my loveis-to you, and pity and tender come 
paſſion is in my heart for you, and your good-and welfare eternally 
deſire, eſpecially you unto whom 1 am known in the fleſh, even 
you my Neighbours and Conntrymen whoſe reſidence is in Kir:ly 
Peakficld, Lajeftonff, and thoſe parts: oh, my Soul tenders your 
eternal happineſs, and defires the Salvation of your Souls, yea, 
love and good will is in my heart towards you, and to all people ; 
oh, that you your ſelves did tender, and ſeek after the Salvation 
of your Souls more then you do : dear People, your Souls are im- 
mortal, and muſt hereafter be in a ſence and feeling of Joy, ow 

- an . 


WOT” IT "2 re [7 


> A 3% mi 3G. Ln or 


aw yy. << OB Xe ws 1 = wy 


ly 


Gap) 
and-Reſt 3 or elſe of. Sorrow, Miery and Torment, even to all 
Ecernity; wherefore-it concerns every particular one, to. 'minde, 


above all other things, and ſeek after the ecernal peace and happi- 
neſs of your Souls in-titne, before it be t90 [ate 4 it is fin, wick» 


| edneſs, unbelief.and bardneſs of-;-heart that doth | ſeparate 'people 


from theLord, and that' draws down'che wrath andicurſe-of God 
upon themz wherefore people muſt firſt- be ſeparated and clenſed 
from that (to: wit, fin.) which ſeparateth them from the Lord, 
and from his Love, Peace and Bleſſing, before they can witneſs 
their reconciliation unto Godin his Son, and-enjoy his Love, Peace, 
and Bleſſings. Oh, dear people, 1-beſeech you; do not deceive your 
own Souls, by being ſatisfied with a calk of being ſaved and redeemed 
by Chriſt, &c. whilit-you retmair in your fins; for whom Chriſt 
ſaves, he ſaveth from their fins, not in their (ins 3 and chey that wit- 
neſs Chriſt to be their Redeemer, are redeemed from a vain con- 
verſation, and bave their conſciences purged fromidead works, and 
their hearts clenſed aud walbed in his Blood {which is his Life and 
Light) from fin and corruption, chat ſa they mighr ſerve him in 
newneſs and holineſs of life : Therefore conſider, be fill, feri 
ous and ponderous in heare, and retire your minds inward to the 
pure Lighe of Chriſt in your own Conſcignces, that true: and 
faichfall Wirnefs of God, which keeps a Record. of the deeds 
done in, the Body,” and according to his Record muſt eyery man 
be judged according its works, ro take heed unto the Lighr, 
and it will ſhew you your conditions, and how ic ſtands: with'your 
poor Souls to Godward ; that, will deal plainly wich you, and will 
not deceive you; though indeed, your Teachers (who preach for 
hire, and divine for money) hath,. and de deceive you, by: cry» 
ing peace to you, and lulled you aſleep in your fins, and hath 
{as it were) daubed you up with untempered morter, and (as it 
were)- ſewing pillows under your arm-holes, ſo long as you pur 
into their mouthes, and give them hire, and- belp to maintain 
their god, which is their Belly : but wo to ſuch Teachers that 
teed. with the'Far, and-clothe wich the: Wools' and forfilthy lucre 
—_— from their Quarters will cry peace unto the wicked, un- 
to whom (while they remain in their wicked ſtate) there is no true 
peace faith the Living God ;, ob, they are Blind Leaders of the 
Blind ; and how many are faln into the Pic of Perdition, rhar hath 


2 been 
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nlead by them ! therefore, dear people, ceaſe from your Teach- 
ers, who bath not proficted you at all, but keep you ever learning, 
bur iever able "ro bring you'to the knowledge: of the Truth, 
which until you do come to know, freedom from the bondage of 
fit and corruption, you cannot witneſs; therefore to the Light in 
all yonr Conſciences come, for that is eruth, and' love it, and obey 
ir, and you will by ir receive power 'over fin, and. be enabled 
to caſt-off the Yoke of iniquity ; and to take up the. Yoke of 
Chrift, and embrace 'that Croſs. which. crucifies unto the world 
and: worldly things unto the {uſt and wickedneſs thereof, and 
ſuch are rruediſciples of Jeſus that learn of him who is meek and 
low in their hearts, and that do deny chemfelves, and take up 
the daily croſs to their own wills, thoughts, words, works, deſire 
and affeRions, and follow him through many tribulations, in the 
narrow way of holineſs 5 for it is not he that calls Lord, Lord ; 
but - he' that doth the will of God thar inhericerh the Kingdom of 
Godz notthe Sayers, 'or -Knowers of the Will of God'are juſti- 
fied; 'but the Doers of the Will are juſtified; nor-they-that one- 
ty confeſs (with the mouth, day after day, that they are miſerable 
Siriners, &c. (as both Prieſt and People do, and yet ſtill year afcer 
year remain the ſame, if not crow worſe) ſhall find mercy ; - but 
they char” (not only- confeſs) . but forſake, and turn from the evil 
fin. bearc, life and converſation.) unto that 'which# good, ſhall 
find: mercy and forgiveneſs, and remiffion'of fins. ' Oh, :mind the 
good thing in you which is grieved- and burthened with the evil, 
and turn.in your minds to it, and it will ler you ſee thoſe things 
that are reprovable : Drunkard turn in thy mind: ro' the Light in 
thy: own Confcience, and' it will ſhew thee, jutige 'and reprove 
thee for thy Drunkenneſs;z'Swearer-turn in'toithe Light, and ic 
will judge thee for Swearing, for Lying, Pride, Envy, Malice, Re> 
viling, Cheating,  Defrauding, Covetouſneſs, 'Fornicationgs yea, 
All things that are reprovable are made manifeſt by. the Light, and 
ibat which maketh manifeſt is Light; thou that hateſt the Light, 
and loveſt thy evil deeds, and will nor come to: the Light, becauſe 
17. will reprove: thee; there thou haſt learded-thy! condemnation ; 
For this is the condemnation of -the World, that Light u come into the 
World, and men love Darkvyeſs rather then the Light, becauſe their deeds 
are evils, bat they that doth good loveth the Light," andbringeth oy 
| | ceds 
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deeds tothe Light,to try them whether they be wough iy God. and f ach” », 


08, - are juſtified by the Light 3 So while you have rhe Light, believe in - 
tb, the Light, that you may become Children of the Light 5 ſonnto' the 
: of Liohe Gin all you! Conſciences) I am made manifeſt, and inerue 
"thr unfained love, and bow*ls of pity tenderneſs and 'compaſſion to 
dey your immortal Souls have | clezred my Conſcience, in giving you 


led warning. to repent and turn from the evil of your own wayes un- 


of to the Lord, while you have time, before the door of mercy 
w_ | be ſhut 8painſt you for ever, andcime unto you be no more. 

Ind . From one that tenders the Eternal bappineſs and good of your Inm- 
up '  myrtal Souls, a Sufferer in Bonds for the Teftimony of @ good 
ire Conſcience, 
= th EFa2s William Bennet. 
ſti- - Is $2 | 7 mrs 1 0 IT 
Nee 8 ; $: / , © 24) 7% 7 
ble - To thoſe that are ſeeking the Living God in. 
boy . -- the Dead Forms. | | 
wy Having a Form of gag but denying the Power thereof; from ſuch 
all rurs away, &c. Why ſeek ye the living among the dead ? 'heiz not 
- here, but u« riſen, &c. Know you not your ſelves, how that Chriſt 
"m, Jeſus i in you, except you be Reprobates. 2 Tim.3, 5» Luke 14«5,6. 
- 2 Gor. I3. 5. n 
vas h A Nd all dear People that are ſcattered among the many Seas, 
: it and Heaps; who have honeſt ſincere deſires and thirſtiogs 
es after the Lord ; ob, love and compaſſion is in my heart towards you 3 
ws and my Soul pities you; and the more, becauſe you are ſeeking 
we. the Living God among the-Dead Forms, Shadows, Carnal Ordis 
he, nances; begpgerly (in compariſon of the Life of Truth) Elements 
ſe and Rudiments of / the World, bur cannot there find true hſhng 
rs ' Peace, reſt, comfort and ſatisfaQ&ion for the immorcal'Squls: oh; 
; vx Chriſt is riſen, he is not there, his appearance is now more hidden, 
#94 BY rnore invifible, more inward; therefore ſtay not in Shadows, reſt 


not in the likeneſs, without Life ; pitchnot your Tent inthe Form, 
| wiih- 
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without the. Power ; Come, come away, you thirſty ones, from 
the Wells of mans digging, which can hold no Water that will 
righely. and kindly ſatisfie your thirſty Souls, and. wait co know 
Ef he opened in-your own hearts, which comes; from Chriſt 
the Fountain of Living wacer, and drink thereof and be fatis- 
fed, .and go no. more forth to che broken Ciſterns 3 but waic 
within, in the_Light for the Springs of Lifeto refreſh your thirſty 
Souls : Oh, come out of the Shadows to the Subſtance, Chr;# 


' (the Light) 58 Jou, EXCEL yOu be Repr obates,: oh, the Spicic and che 


Bride ſays come, and he that drinketh, faith comez and lec him 
that is athirſt come and drink of the Water of Lite freely; why 
do you ſpend your time for. that which is, not Bread, and your 
labour for that which doth not truly ſatisfie your Souls : oh, feed 
no longer upon the. husks, upon words without Life, upon knows 


| ledge without Power's for that will puff you up -in your own eyes, 


and elevate you in your own Conceits, and ſhut you out frpm the 
Tree of Lifez and though you may ſeem to grow rich, and in- 
creaſe with goods, and want nothing, yet when your £yes come 
ro be opened, you will ſee your ſelves poor, blind and-naked; for 
be that covereth himſelf with a covering of words and knowledge, 
and a Profeſlion without Lite, his covering 1s not the Fine Linnen, 
white and clean, which: the Wiſe. Virgins that follow the: Lamb are 
cloathbed with, who bave Oyl in their Veſlels, .the Light, Life. and 
Subſtance in themſelves ; but they that only gets words and know- 
ledge into the comprebenfion, and grow rich in the brain, and have 
their Religion in their head, and know not the pure .and undefi- 
led Religion in the beart, ſuch are foojiſh Virgins, that have oyl 
only in their-Lamps, and though ſuch may blaze; and give a ſeems 
ins great light in words, yet ſuch one day will want oyl, and 
their lights will go out; the Lord will dry up all ſtanding waters 


. that hath no Spring ; hewill blaſt all Profeſſions out of the Light, 


all Gatherings out of the Name and Power of Gecd, the Lord will 
ſcatter; therefore come away (from among ,them} you unſatis- 
fied and thirſty ones; whoſe. Souls pant after the Lord, and are 
weary 'of the- Husks, -and hunger after the Subltance, the Living 
Bread from Heaven ; turn your. minds in to. the Light in your 
ſelves ; wait ro know Bread. in your own Houſes, Chriſt in you, 
the Bread of Life, which the Living Soul feeds on, and lives by, 
tl 1 thac 
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at you may know the freſh and green Paſture, .and with-us feed **, 
_ _ drink of the ftill Waters, and reſt with as in- (in % 
the Light) the Fold, that ſo we may ell know and have oneSbep- 
berd, and be all of one Sheepfold. | pk 
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To thoſe that are Backſlided FR the 
Truth. 


Remember therefore from whence then art faln, and repent, and do thy 
firſt works, &-c, Return, ob, backſliding Utael &c, 1 will heal thy 
backgliding, &c, But if you will not hear my Soul ſball weep in ſe- 
cres, Fc, Beranſe the Lord's Flock us gone into Captivity, Rev, 2.5. 
Jer. 3, 12, Hoſea 14+ 4. Jer. 14.1% 
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; Nd you who have taſtedof the Power of an Endleſs Life, and 

. A. were convinced of the precious immutable Truth of God, 
and hadin meaſure received it in the love and obedience of it, and: 
by it were in part ſect freefrom the bondage of ſinand corruption, 
ad redeemed out of the pollutions of the world, but now are 
zpoſtatized from the Lord, and hath forſaken his precious Truth 
and People, and like Dees, embraced this preſent world again, 
and are turned like the Dog to his vomic, and. like the Swine that 
were waſhed; to wajlow inthe mire again, and bath made ſhip- 
wrack of Faith and a good Conſcience, and hach proved creacher= 
ous both coGod and his People, and hath denied the womb chat 
bore you, and the breſt that gave you ſuck, and hath turned 
from the Grace of God into wantonneſs, and done diſpite: to the 
Spirit of Truth, and hath crampled the Blood of the Covenant, 
wherewich" you were in meaſure ſanRified, under your feet as an 
unholy thing, and hath ſlain the Juſt, and crucified the Righteous 
in your ſelves. Oh, poor, poor hearts, my Soul pitties you, and 
mourns in ſecret over you, and cannot but lamant the ſadneſs and 
deplorableneſs of. your conditions 3 oh, better you had never 
known the Truth, then after you have known itto turn fromat 
to your old Lovers again: oh, whicher will you go, you Back- 
iliding 
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| Miding ones, where end in what will you hide your ſelves from the 


Lord, now you are departed from him? if you go from Sea to 
Sex he will find you out : 'and what can defend you from his 
wrath ? oh, where, andin what can you find true peace, reſt and 
happineſs for your Souls, ſeeing you have forſaken him in whom 
aloneitis to be enjoyed ? Oh, are you not ſenſible that you want 
true peace? Oh, you that have forſaken the Fathers Houſe of 
plency, and are gone out among the Swine who feeds upon the 
Husks ; oh, poor hearts, do you not ſometimes a little come to 
your ſelves, and then remember the Fathers Houſe ? and do you 
not then find ſome inclination and deſire to return again? if you do 
return, how know you but that he will have compaſhon on you, 
and receive you into his Houſe again? though you have been ſpend- 
is your Portion among Harlots, and havedealt fo treacherouſ- 
Iy by him, and ſo much wounded and prieved him, and his chil- 
dren, yet notwithſtanding, if you can chroughly return unto him 
with your whole hearts, he can and will recetve you, and heal 
your backſlidings, and blot out your fins, and forgive you your 
crangreſlions againſt him, and love you freely. Therefore return, 
return you backſliding ones, why, why will you die and periſh for 
ever ; oh, repent and do the firlt works, turn your minds inward 
tothe pure and juſt One in your ſelves, which you have grieved, 
wounded and oppreſſed, as a Cart that is oppreſſed with Sheaves : 
Oh, that you might look upon him whom you have pierced, and 
behold him whom you have wounded; and even mourn and lamene 
over him : Qh, to the pure,holy,faithtul Witneſs of God in your own 
Conſciences, which you were at firſt turned unto you muſt come, 
and the righteous Judgment of the Lord you muſt own, and wait 
in, yea, adreadfull Cup you muſt drink before you can enjoy true 
laſting peace in God : ob, that you could be willing co drink it, and 
to paſs again through the Fire and Sword, yea, through Death, 
tocome to eat acain of the Tree of Life, and live for ever: ob, 
that all you that are betrayed (like Sampſon) of their ſtrength by the 
Adulterous mind, fo as that the Pliſtize, the wacircumciſed na. 
ture hath prevailed over you, and put out you: eyes, that you are 
become blind, and camnot ſee that beauty and comlineſs in the Lord 
and his Truth, which you once faw; oh, that the Lord would be 
pleaſed to viſit you again; that (like as the hair of Sampſon grew 
again, 


Ps: 
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: again, his firength increaſed 5; ſo 5G he ſlew more of his Enemies. 


ay TP 
athis death, then he Ae in all his life) ſo the Seed of God may be 
raiſed again in 'your hesrts, and the fitength therein atid thereby 
may be renewed and grow,that by your dying again unto that which 
is contrary to the withof God, yon may witneſs greater vidory in 
the Lord over your "Enemies; and know more of them ſlain then 
ever youdid; -Oh, you thatfind,” and are ſenſible that the Lord hath 
not wholly given you over; but-is yet ſtriving ' with- you by ' his 
pure Witnel$ iti you'to return” unto him; bis' Truth and 'People 
paint 3' oh, return before it be too late, and before the door-- of 
Mercy befor ever ſhut againſt you 4 for then if you ſeek the Bleſ- 
fing with cears, as Fſas did, you will not obtain it; and thongh 
you call, Lord, Lord open unto 1, we have-eaten and drunk, in thy 
preſence, and in thy Name we have caft- out Dtvils, and have had 
power over nnelean ſpirits, and have done many xreat works 5 Yet 
notwithſtanding he will ſay, Depart from me ye Forkers of Iniqusty, 
1 know you net : therefore be ſober and ſerious, ant ponderoully, 
conſider, and let theſe things take deep Impreflion in your hearts, 
which are wrot in true love, pity and bowels of Compaſiion to 
your Immortal Souls, by a Mourner over you, and a Travellerin 
Spirit for your Reſtoration, ba iS 
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To thoſe that profeſs Truth, and yet walk con- 
trary to Truth in Life and Converſation. 


Por many walk, of whom I hav told you often, and now I tel you weep® 
ng,that they are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt y&'e. Phil. 3, 18,19. 


A Ad all-you' who make a. Profeſſion of the Light and. Truth 
A. in words, but in worksdeny it, whoſe Converſations are looſe 
and vain and not conſiſtant with your Profeſſion, nor anſwerable, 
but repugnant to Truth, you do not conduce to the honour of 
Truth, but produce adiſhonour thereunto by your looſe diſorder- 
ly walking, whereby you alſo give the Enemies of Truth advantage 
againſt the Truth: for them-to reproach the Truth, and thoſe that 
walk and live in the Truth, and 20 are 2 ſtumbling block 1a 
R > TD ge, _ tlie 
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bemay of. the mple-hearted 3 hath a love and defire towards 


Truth, and-a;griet and burthen co: the Fajrhfull thar'Jove-che 
Truth; ,andliveinit, and fek the glory and bonour thereof ;-gad 
alſo you deceive your own-Souls, by-being fatisfied'with-a: profe- 
flion of Truth, without che poſſeſſion thereof ; and you bave no 
true, peace where you are, Nor unity with the Lord, nor fellows- 
ſhip wich ;bis People 3 for. the unity: and fellowſhip of the Saints is 
ia.che-Light and holy Life.of God 3 andthey thac are gut of the 
Light ;{(though they. profeſs it). are-out of theunity, of the Faith, 
and fellowſhip of the Sons of Gad, and ſuck are but; gdtterr inte 
the outward Court were. the Gentiles, the uncircumciſed ih heart 
cancome; bur bleſſed are all they that 'iderh rhe will of God, and 
keep bis Commandments, and hath right tothe Tree. of. Life, . and 
enter $brough the Gate intothe Gity, where.no unclean thing can 
come.:. So.ail-you that. profeſs. Truth, and walk: contrary.to the 
'Trutb, come to be faithfull and obedient to the Truth, that in the 
Way of Truth. and, Righteouſneſs. you may walk as becometh 
Truth, and that in the. Light you-may ſhine as Lights in your 
holy Lives, and blameleſs unſpotted Converſations, -to the praiſe 
and glory of God, andtothe peace, ceft, comfore .and happineſs 
of your own Souls; verily no Hypocrite in-Sion can be hid from 
the Lord, who giveth the Churches to” know that it is he that 
ſearcheth the heart and tryeth the reins, who faith, 1 come quickly, 


' end my reward is with me, to give toevery one according 4s bis work 


ſhall be, 
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To all thole that are convinced of the Truth; but 
ſtill remain in the worlds wayes 


If yoh know theſe things, happy are you if you do them : Ht tht knſ= 
 eth the Fathers Will, and doth ir not, « worthy of many ſtripes, 
John 13. 17. bs 'L 


Ae all you thatare convincedi of the Truth'and Way of God, 
: A. bur doth not reſign up- your hearts in obedience to walk 
therein, but Qlill remainin the broad way of 'the World, parraking 
with them of thgir Sins, Idoſatry and! falſe worſhip ; and though 

| you . 
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you ſee the vanity and evil thereof, yet (for by ends, and carna{*./ 
{elf-intereſts, to ſave your ſelves from reproach and ſuffering) you 
joyn with them therein againſt the pure Witneſs of God in your 
own Conſciences; and if 'you continue pareaking with chem of 
their Sins, how can yon but expeR alſo to pertake of their Plagues? 
except you haſte out from among them, and embrace and re- 
ceive the Truch in the love and obedience of it : Oh, Come 
' out, come out from amongſt-them, and be you ſeparated, and 
touch no more the unclean thing, that''the Lord may receive 
you unto himſelf, and become your God, and' you become his 
People: Oh, you chat know the Fathers Will, and dotlt it not, 
are you not worthy of many ſtripes? Oh poor hearts ſhun nor 
the*Crofs any- longer, neither be aſhamed of che' reproach, ndr 
aſhamed of the Lord and his people before men* 3 but tive up 
your hearts to obey the Lord and his precions Truth, and cake 
up the daily Croſs, that crucifies unto the World and worldly 
chings unto the Sin, wickednes, formal Worſhips, vain Cuſtom, 
Ceremonies, Pride and-Vaniey thereof, and-follow the Lamb in the 
narrow way of holineſs; and be willing co ſuffer with Chriſt, and 
you ſhall reign with him 5 and love not your lives unto death, 
and you ſhall have a Croyn of Life : Oh, how long hath the Lord 
been woing many of you day after day,” if not year after year ; and 
hath long waited (knocking at- the door of your hearts } in bis 
Grace, to be ous unto you, whodeſireth not that you thould 
periſh in your Rebellion and diſobedience - ob,rhat the'ſence of his 
Goodneſs, Mercy and Patient-forbearing towards you might over- 
come our hearts, and make you willing to refign up your ſelves 
to walk in the way of Truth, before the Lord ceafe ſtriving with 
you, (who hath faid,- bis Spiri: ſhall not always ſtrove with map) 
leſt the day of your viſitation paſs over your heads : Therefore 
come forward'you that hale and linger behind-in the Borders of 
Babylon, and Suburbs of Egypt; and come nigh you that ſtandafar 
off $42ing to ſee what will bangin of ns; Hethat i not with me, 
(ſaid Chriſt) « againſt me; he that gathereth nor with me ſcatter» 
eth abroad; none can ſerve (two Maſters) God and Mammon. © 
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To thoſe that arenewly Convinced of | the- - 
Truch. 


Te Pk like Sheep S05ng aſtray, but are now returntd unto the'S ber 
herd 4nd Biſhop of your Souls : He ſhall. gather his Lambs in 
by-- Arzss, and carry them in,bis Boſom, 1 Peter 2.: 25. Iaiab 
40. 11. | 


' A Nd all you who are newly eonvinced of the precious Truth 
A and way of God, and bath in meaſure received ruth in the 
love and belief of-it, and bath, anddaily do give up your hearts to 
obey the Truth, and to walk in the Way of Righceouſneſs; and 
Path of Holige(s : dear ones,: untq you my heart 15 open in the 
tender bowels of my beavenly Fathers Love; and; happy:;and bleſ- 
{ed of the Lord God are you: if; you;do not faint, nor grow-weary: 
in your mirds, nor- turn back again, as ſome hath, done, but- 
perſevere 0n.to the end... Oh, dear Babes whom the Lorg, migh:y 
in. power,. hath. by his out-ſtrecched: arm. brougbe out of -Egype, 
the Land of Darkneſs, and Houſe of-Boadage,and hath ſec your fares: 
towards Canean, the good Land of Liberty, Light, Reft-and Peace : 
Oh, cravel qn, crayel on ye weak ones. inthe ſtrength of the Lord, 
and drawings of his Light, and look not back to Egype again, re- 
member Loz's. wife:; and fear not { the god of the World, the 
Prince . of. the power..of the aicy raind; even that wicked. ſpiric 
that gnce, had. dqminian in ard over-you,; and kept you'bondeſlaves 
in darkneſs to ſin and corruption). though he; (the Enemy of your 
Souls Liberty, Peace and Ref) .may purſue bard after you with his - 
- whole Hoſt of Tempeations, Snares and Allurements,. both inward 
and outward; and alſo. aSea of Trouble,Straics, Difficulties & Suffers 
1Ngs Dy .apPrer 1 your way ,..bath\ within and without, and 
Mountuns of , Fears, Dqubts, and carnal Reaſonings on every fide; 
and aiſo ſomethingin you ready to murmur, complain and fay, oh, . 
that we had tarried ſtill in Egypr, andnot ſet one ſtep towards Ca- 


2442, for the Way is {9 ſtrair, andthe Path ſo narrow, the Suffer- 
| ngs 


ous, that we fear we ſhall periſh by the way, and not get to our de- 
fired Reſt : therefore let us turn back again, before we go any 
further 35 ob, fear not, neither turn back, bur ſtand ill from rea- 
ſoning carnally 5 and look not at the Straits, Trials, Dangers, Suf- 
ferings and loſſes that may appear before you; neither look at 
your own weakneſs, feebleneſs and inabilivy, nor at the ſtrength 
and temptations of your Enemy ; but look up (ye little ones) unto 
the Lord, and truſt you inthe ſtrength of his army for he is 
God all- ſufficjent for you; therefore caſt your care upon him, and 
he will make a way for you through the 'Sea, and divide the waters 
of the great Deep, and make a way for you in tie Wilderneſs, and 
a path through the Thickers, and make the crooked ftraic beiore 
you, and che rough ſmooth 3 he will throw: down the Mountains, 
and remove away the Hills, and lead you in a way you know not, 
and in a path you never before-trod-in,/ and will make the hard 
things” eaſie anto'ithe 'willing- and-obedient; that / turneth [not 
back gin to their” old Lovers, but: love -Truth and. Righte- 
ouſneſs ; and follow' do'- to. know ' the: Lord in bis Way ; all 
ſach''he will give to' drink of the Brook' by the way, and feed 
with Bread from Heaven, whereby you ſhall be refreſhed, and 
your irength. renewed. daily, in which Qrengch you. ſhall be able 
co travelon without fainting, and torun- and nor be weary until 
you come to'your defired reſt, and ſee the travel of your Souls, 
and \be:fatisfie with the enjoyment of: that you have travelled 
afcer : So the Lord be- with you;: and- keep your. eye ſingle unto 
himſelf, that your hearts may be full of Light, that nothing may 
caufe you-ro ftumble and fall into the ſnares of the Enemy, who 
hath hindred many that once begun to run well; ob, mtad, and 
keep to that in your own hearts which makes you cruely ſenſible of 
your patticular ates and conditions, and in that ſence daily wair 
upon: the Lord diligently, and patiently for the fweet refreſhings 
from his preſence, and for che .diſtillings of his Heavenly dew, that 
ſo the' tender: plants of. Righteouſneſs, and: Liily of holineſs may 
Srow and ſpring in all your hearts; thatthe little Seed of Life may 
become as a great tree, and every one of you may witneſs a fiting un- 


der your own Vine (Chriſt in you the hope of glory) and nore- 


t6 make you afraid. 
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1013 And dear Friends, look not. or at others, but keep at home, 
inthe Light, the Tent, 74cob ſhall dwell alone, .and not be num- 
bred among the Nations ; Eſas be bunts abroad, and grows weary 
and faint, and then ſells his birth-right for a Meſs of Portage ; whas 
if ſome ſtumble and fall from the Truth? ler nox that ſhakeyou z 
Truth is the ſame ſtill, and changeth nat; ;and if you ſee ſome turn 
alide from-us -into a ſelf-(eparation from the Body of -Friends, 
and endeavour to draw Diſciples after them, let not that cauſe 
you to ſtumble and queſtion the certainty of Truth; neither be 
you drawn away, andtoſt about like children by them ; but keep to 
the Light, and 1n'it follow the tootſReps: of -the Flack; bur follow 
not the footſteps of the wandering Sheep,. that bath left the Flock, 
and are gone aſtray, who are like to perith by'the devouring Beaſt 
and Enemy of their Souls, except in time they return again to 
the Foldz and if you ſee ſome (amongſt our ſelves) ſetting, or 
keeping up that ching-or -praRice which is out of the comly, deſent 
Order of the Body, and not conſiſtant with Truch's Government, 
let not that beget an occaſion of tumbling in. your minds 5 but be 
ſill, and keep your eye ſingle to the: Lord, and walk as yau have 
them for an Example (that are over you in the Lord) who fully 
follow Chriſt Jeſus; and as for that which is only ſet up and held 
vp by man, out of Trutlfs Order, it will die and-paſs away, and 
Truth will out-live a{l... So unto the Lord that bath called you ont 
of Darkneſs, to-walk in his maryelloys Light, do.1 commit you tobe 
preſerved unto himſelf unto the end, For many ore called, but few 
choſen; he that abides tothe end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. 
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tl, To the true Mourner 19 S7zon.. 


To appoint to them that mourn in Sion, and to give them the Ol of 7oy 
for Mourning, &-c. Bleſſed are yon that moxrn, for you ſhall be com- 
forted. They that ſowtth in Tears ſoall reap in Joy, &'c. Ifa. 61, 12: 
Matrth. 5. 4. Pal. 126. 5, 6. | 


Ok life up thy head rhou bowed down, thou Mourner in $50y, - 
WW 


ho are as one alone in a ſolicary place, and few ſeeth _ or 
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| | (39) 1039 
knoweth thy ſorrow or truely ſenſible of thy grief, or behold thy 
rears, who art {in thine own eye) asa woman forſaken and grieved 
in ſpirit; as a wife of youth rejeRted, who appears in thy, own eyes 
as ic were miſerable and wretched, mourninginthe ſence of thy own 
(as thou thinkſt) unworchineſs, failings, inabillity, emptineſs and 
poverty, who art ready tO ſay, (with ſorrow) Where is there any 
ſo poor, empty, barren and unfruitfull toGod as I : Oh I cando 
nothing for the-Lord except (like ſary) weep behind him (think- 
ivg my ſelf ſcarce worthy to-ſee his face). and waſh his feet with my 
tears, whilſt others Ge at the table with him, andeeat of che fatneſs of 
* his houſe, anddrinketh of the new wine of his Kingdom; bur alaſs 
for me, my tears are My. meat and drink, becauſe of che oppreſſion 
of my Enemy who ſaith to my ſoul, Where is thy God? doeſt thou 
think thou ſhalc ever be worthy to behold his Face, to receive his 
Love, and to:bave:the Smiles of his Countenance, And thou (O 
mourning-one) by hearkning to, and believing thy Enemy, becom- 
eth (inthy..omn eye) like an alone Sparow upon the houſe-top; 
and as the alone oe in the Scubble-fieldz and-as a Dove alone, 
mourning for the loſs of her Mate ; and fo thou layeth thee down 
in Sorrow, and-makelt it thy Bed, and Grief go pes Tears thy 
Pillow, and Sighing and Mourning thy. ſleep, whilſt thou believelt - 
thy Enemy; and entertaineſt thoſe fears, doubtings and carnal rea- 
ſonings (which he infuſeth into thy heart) as thy Companion : 
Bue ariſe I ſay unto thee, in the Name'of my God, and thy God, of 
my Father, and:thy Father) ariſe out-of -thy Bed, for thy Belo- 
ved is-at hand, and knocketh at the dpor of thy heart 3 ariſe out of 
thy Bed of Sorrow, Fears ;and Donbtings,: and by Faith lec in him 
whom-chy Soul loveth 3 ſay not,-:lamnot worthy of him, bor ra. 
ther fay, Lord, I believe, help thow my unheliefy ſtrengthen my Faith, 
make me more warthy of thee * Oh, ſhut him out no longer by uns 
belief and doubtings and: by. reaſoning: with, and hearkning unto 
the Enemy of thy Seul's joy,peace and comfort, who: would always 
. keepthee from thy: Beloved, and would daily add Sorrow to thy - 
Sorrow, and AﬀiRtion: to. thy Grief, and-Weightto thy Burthen, 
that he might (if he could) wholly ſink thee down into the Pir of 
deſpairation for ever 2: wherefore hearken n6 longer unto him, for 
he was a Lyar frody the beginning; entertain him not, nor his falſe 


'nſtigations any longer{nor'by-unbelief keep not him'our any re 
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| ' Faith'thou ſometimes feelſt in God, chough ic be but as a Grain of 
Muſtard ſeed, endeavour to thruſt vs 7 out thy Enemy, and te 


(40) 
om:thou loveſt and much defireſt} but by that ſmall meaſure of 


£ ” 


remoyethe Mountains of -Fears and Doubtingroutof thy way, and 


by Faith embrace him whom thy Soul deſires morethen Rubies, or. 


much fine Gold thar'ſo the nights of thy Sorrow and Mourning 
for him'in thy Bed 'of Fears and Doubtings-may. be turned inte 
ſweet repoſes with himin his Bed of ſolace; ' that thou may fay with 
pladneſs of hear, *hefalſe. Accuſer is caſt/out, and*my Beloved is 


come, 'is come; and his rewardis with him 3 he hath taken me from, 


my mourning ſtate into bis Banqueting-houſe of Joy, Peace, Reſt, 
and true ſatisfaRion, and his Banner over-me is Love 3 and vow my 
ſorrow is turned into joy 3 and I that onee ſat mourning in the Pit 
of doubtings and unbelief, bath the Lord'(upon the wings of Faith) 
raiſed up to come tofing in/the heighr of Sow, and ro flow: to the 
goodneſs of my God, who hath' exalted: my: hora in him, -and en- 
larged my mouth' over my Enemy, whoſe -mouth was enlarged 
over mein the day I bowed-under' him through unbelief and doubt- 
ings: oh, then feeblenefs poſſeſſed my foyns, weakneſs my knees, 
and faintne(s my heart ;:fo that when | roſe upto go '{(rawards my 
Beloved) I fell by doubtings/ and fears; bac now, I that ſtumbled 
am (by Faith inthe Power ef -my God) girt with trength, and the 
Bow of the mighty-man (that prevailed againſt me) is broken in 
pieces, who ſo ofren wounded me with his darts, that 1 was like to 
poor Laz44, full of wounds, bruiſes: and ſares; but the Great 
Phyſiciatof Souls hath healed" me with'the Oyl of 'Faith and Salva- 
tion ; and nowl find thatit isthe Lord:that binderh up the 'broken 
in heart, and healeth all cheir wounds: ob, blefſed/beche Lord who 
-hath exalted my:low eſtate, and brought me from off the Dunghil, 
and given .me a Manſion in the Fathers Houſe, and a place ac the 
Table with bisChildrenz though once, by hearken to my Enemy, 
{aid, E was a Dog, and not worthy to ext of the childrens bread ; 
and fo I keprt.good things'from me'by yeilding to my Adverſary, 
who would {till bave fed'me with his food,even the duſt of the Earth, 
that ſo | might bave cominued always wedk;lean, barren and feeble, 
and never to have beenable to overcome:him ;bur'the Lord my ten- 


der God (who-thoughe upon me in'che day of my diſtreſs, when 1-was 


.Poor and needy) hath rebuked him, and hath pur him under my mw 
ce 
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the mighty the Lord hath brought down form his Seat, and'exalted © | 


in the water;/and in all his aflitions he forfook him not : therefore 
truſt you, bope,rely and depend you upon the Lord al! you that love 
him,and caft your care upon him,for he careth'for you, whoſe tender 
compaſlion and faithfulneſs will never fail to the Houle of 1/-atl, 


A General Salutation of Love to the children of Light. 


A*! all dearly beloved Friends eyery where, who are faithful to 
: the Lord and his Truth in your ſeveraf meaſures and places,my 
very dear & unfained love inthe precious Truth of our God extends 
unto all che honeſt and upright in heart,vho loveth and delighretb in 
Truth and Richteouſneſs, and ſeeketh the praiſe honour and glory of 
God alone, grace and love be with you, mercy and peace attend you, 
foy and comtort fill you,and che bleffing of the Moit High reſt upon, 
and remain in and with you day and nigtr, and the Lord keep you 
all in the Faith of the Ele Secd, in which is your vicory over the 
world,in which ſtand faſt, and keep your dominion in the Loxd,over 
-Thbs 
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"the Earth and earthly things, that the Earth may be the footſtool of 
minds, and Heaven your Throne, and you to fit together in the 
cavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus;and to uſe the world as if you uſed ir. 
not,being looſe in, heart to thar which periſh with the uſing ; oh,thar 
all Friends that are free from, and void, of the cares of this life, and 
combrances of this world may prize(and ſtand fait in)their freedom, 
and not be forward and haſty (in the affeionate part) to run their 
ſelves into bondage to thoſe things that profit not, but bindreth to 
God-ward, and prove as briers & thorns to thechoaking or quench. 
ing of the growth of the Seed of Life in the heart, there is a mind 
that hunts and deſires after(and is ready{if it benot limitted)co form 
and create unto it ſelf) a freedom that ſtandeth not in the liberty of 
the Sons of God; the liberty of Sons of God, and Children of the 
Light land in that which is a yoke to the worlds liberty, and their 
freedom {lands in that which is bondage to the carnal mind, and 
Erucifieth unto the world and worldly things;alſo there is a mind that 
is ready to endeavor and ſeek to pu! off, and to keep out of thoſe 
things (which in their proper place may be ſaid to be lawful) that it 
{ceth it hindreth the growth into the Eternal, and endangereth the 
Souls ſtanding to God-ward z and truly that is the more purer mind 
chat ſerves(one Maſter)God alone;and indeed,dear Friends,I am rea* 
dy to deſire that this mind (which was in Chriſt Jeſus.) may have do- 
minion inour hearts more and mores that as Strangers. and Pilgrims 
we may be in and to the world, and the love thereof, and the Lord 
alone become the obje& of our love, and bis Truth the covering of 
our eyes, that ſo the deſire of our Souls may be unto him, and unto 
the remembrance of his Name,which.is like precious oyntment pour'd 
forth, giving a pleaſant ſmell, and a ſweet deleRable favour, and 
therefore doth the Virgins.love him, and remember his. Love more 
then winez yea,more then Father, Mother, Husband, Wife,Children, 
Silver, Gold, Houſes, Lands ; yea, he is the chiefeft rothem of ten 
thouſand ,and the upright loverh him,for he is altogether comly. 
Oh, dearly beloved Friends, much hath the Lord God of power 
done for us, ſince the day he found us Jaid among the pits,and raiſed 
_ us up from the Dunghi! of our own corruption, and ſgid unto us,liyes 
who were dead in fins and treſpafſes : oh, how greatly bath he bleſſed ” 
andproſpered us in difpice of that ſpirit that hath ſo eagerly ſought 
and endeavoured to devour us,and extinguſh us from being a ay 
ang.. 
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(43) 1025. 
and hath even made us a Family like a Flock, and though poke 
Balaaw's ſpirit (the Beaſt Jezabel and falfe Prophecs)- hath ſought in- 
chantments againſt us,tocurſe us; yet the Godoof bleſlingshath greatly 
bleſſed us in our Sufferings, Tribulat:ons and AﬀliGtions,anq bath made 
Joſeph as afruicful Bough by the wall» whoſe Branches grows over the 
wall, (that doth and will let until it be taken out” of the way) though 
the Archers of Babilon hath ſhot at him, and grievouſly wounded him, 
yet his Bow ( notwithſtanding his great Affliction) hath -abode in 
ſtrength, and the hands of his arms bath been made ftrong by the hand 
of the mighty-God of 7aceh,who hath bleſſed 7o/eph,and unto the utcer- 
moſt bounds of the Everlaſting Hills ſhall he be bleſſed for evermore. 

Oh, dear Friends, if any People now in being upon the Earth hath 
cauſe to ſpeak well of the Lord, and to truſt in his holy Name; we are- 
the Peoples for mightily and wonderfully hath the mighty God done 
2nd wrought for us,though the blind world ſee it not: ob, how have we 
been as Lambs among Lions, and yet not devoured, 'but wonderfully 
preſerved by the ſecret Power and inviſible Arm:of the- Lord | our 
Shepherd ; who hath been our defence, when the Beaſts of the Forreſt 
hach come forth to devour, and the Wolves hath been greedy of 
their prey, then bath the Lord fought for Mownt-S5on, and defended 
the Hill thereof 5 and though ſome ſaid, We'll perſue,we'll overtake,our 
luſt ſhall be ſatisfied on them; we'll draw our Swords, and 'onr hands 
ſhall deſtroy them ; yet bow-hath ihe Lord blown in his wrath upon 
them, and the Sea of his Judgment hath covered them, and they are 
ſunk as Lead ia the botcom of the mighty Waters,and we yet (through 
mercy) are alive, and bave a being among the Living, to ſpeak well of 
che Lord, and to make mention of the goodneſs of our God and to de- 
clare of his kindneſs, and to praiſe htmtor bis works, which aremavel- 
{ous in our eyes : oh, his Love, his- Mercy, and cender Fatberly care 
over, and'towards us excends beyond the demonſtration of words : and: 
oh,fet the ſence thereot be engraven upon tbe table of our hearts,cbat it 
"may humble us and keep us low before the Lord, and be an obtigation 
upon every Soul of us, to bind and-engage us unto the Lord and his 
Truth for ever» | | 

How: mightily hath the Lord limitted and quietted the raging Sea; 
and made a calm? oh, that all Friends might rake notice of the great 
Mercy and Love of the Lord to us in this particular, and mind the end 
of the Lord therein, and lec us all cake heed we fia'not, becauſe-Grace 
and Mercy tous abounds, leſt ic provoke-the Lord to anger, and be a 
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 wovitg rabſe to induce him to Jes fgrch.che wind, . and ſuffer a, Stars - 
agalg, Ob, that none mighe Bet into\a\ſaliceaſc and liberty, andy bng 
ſecurity,i becauſe ofthe prelefit :calo;: but all IEP reurem that, - 
which fitteth and'maketh ready for trials when thePtome, 1z.. by and 
through which we Have beet tipheld and preierved: hichercs; even by 
the ſecter Power:and Arm of 'the Lord; which 1s-not: ſhortned thar is 
'cannot ſave, but is che fame chat ever itwas,: and it” hath been our 
Helper: in fix troubles,;'and inthe ſeventh -hath not beta wanting 20 
us£o.helpus when there hath been none to help, and to fupport and * 
uphold-us when rchere hath been.noneto, uphold, but Logds,:Burs 
thens andQppceſſions' hath been heaped-vpon us, and; to comfort us; 
when gothing'dutcſorrow and trouble trom this world ;compaſſet us 
about, and wheti we have had oothipg 'as tromafien but the bread of 
Adverſity; 8nd che wazer'of Aﬀiction; even then bath the Lordiour 
tender God lice the Comforter of our hearts, the: Refreſher of /our 
ſouls, 4nd the Rejoycerof-our ſpirits, and the Lifter:up of ourhands; 
when Webave' been bowed'down witlt the Opprefitors;of our Enemies; 
his Preſence hath+been'with us in the Priſon-houfe, and in! the love. 
Dungeon; and hath not-left us to this day, and: aſaredly never, never, 
yever will Jeaveus,.if weleave not him, but will be with ,us until. we: 
have finiſhed our courte; /a1id tylfiled rhe days of our:appouned time, 
and.ojr:change come.7;. 1 vn Ho dk 26; ol 
.. So:dear Friends, unto'che Lord I commic. you, yhokaopwerhfliolt it; 
is with all his:Babes arid Child cen; and beholdertr.ali chaferrals: Rraits:! 
atd ſufferings, invvard .and outward, and hisear 1s opento the cry of! 
the poor,: and groanings of! the needy, whois God: all»ſufficientfor ali 
thoſetliat truſt, hope, rely. and depend upon him,and able tokeepriem 
by-his- power thtough faittrin his Name, yntof his heavenly Kingdom : 
$9 the-Lotd:be- with you. all; and the Almighty prote and detend you, 
and:keep you fromevil,. unſported from the'World, and preſerveyau.in 
Eovye, Peace and Unity with 'him(elf,-and one with another in bis.in= 
nocent uffained Love, .in his Light, Life, Power and Fratb; and mage F 
and keep you all of one heart, and one mind;. agd: onefoul ; that you; 
all with one confent may ſtiil worfhip and ſerve<the Lord God 1n the 
que Spiric;anGcfieoneFrach, in which Idearly greet, ſaſute and em- 
brace you aj, and remain your Ftierdand:Companion in'the parience: | 
and tribulation of Jeſus: Farewel'deaar Friends. $4 
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